
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Kinchion Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, February 1st, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

The City of Belton Parks Board held a meeting on Monday, February 1st, 2016, in the Kinchion Room at the 
Harris Community Center. Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Daniel Bucher, T.R. 
McLaughlin, Diane Ring, Jason Wolfe, and Chair, Josh Pearson. City Staff in attendance included Director 
of Parks and Recreation, Matt Bates; Public Works Director, Byron Sinclair, and Parks Superintendent, 
James Grant, and Grants and Special Projects Coordinator, Aaron Harris. 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Chair Josh Pearson called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. 

 
2. Public Comments 

None. 
 

3. Consider the minutes from the November 2nd, 2015, Parks Board Meeting. 

Ms. Ring made a motion to approve the minutes, Mr. Bucher second the motion. Minutes were 

approved unanimously 5-0.  

 

4. Receive an end-of-season report from Raymond Ceniceros, Lonestar Soccer 

Representative. 

Mr. Ceniceros informed the board that the club has experienced steady numbers the past two 

seasons, with 13 teams competing. Mr. Ceniceros mentioned that growth has been impacted due 

to the amount of competing select organizations in the Central Texas Area. Mr. Ceniceros 

mentioned that Lonestar soccer has strong USA soccer ties and continues to work towards 

enhancing that relationship. The board requested some further details to be included in future 

reports so that more clarity can be shown. Mr. Ceniceros agreed that he would try to contact 

Lonestar headquarters in Austin for more Central Texas specific information. Mr. Ceniceros 

requested that the fields be lighted at Heritage Park. Mr. Bates told the board that the City is 

aware of Lonestar Soccer’s desire to have lighted fields and that it will continue to look at options. 

 

5. Receive an end-of-season report from Alan Butler, President of FC Belton. 

Mr. Butler reported that FC Belton continues to experience tremendous growth with a total of 801 

players registered for the Fall 2015 season. Mr. Butler estimated that FC Belton could surpass 

1000 players in the Spring 2016 season. Mr. Butler told the board that FC Belton currently has a 

positive balance of $14,125.38 built up. FC Belton also had 188 volunteers during the Fall 2015 

season. Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Butler if FC Belton would still be able to play all games on 

Saturdays with the increased numbers and teams. Mr. Butler mentioned that he felt the 

association could still achieve all games on Saturdays. Chair Pearson asked whether FC Belton 

had identified any other needs other than Parking and Lights. Mr. Butler mentioned that they were 

the main two, but that Parking was the biggest issue that FC Belton faces. 

 

6. Receive an end-of-season report from Tommy Parker, President of Belton Youth Softball 

Association. 

Mr. Parker told the board that there were a total of 146 players registered in the all 2015 season. 

Mr. Parker also mentioned that BYSA was able to send 3 teams to state to represent Belton. Mr. 

Parker mentioned that it was becoming increasingly difficult to predict numbers for coming 

seasons as BYSA was losing on average about 2 teams per season to Select Softball 

organizations. Mr. Parker mentioned that the association was able to throw several successful 



tournaments, and are looking forward to hosting many more in coming seasons. Mr. Parker did 

request that the City look into adding a concrete retaining wall to prevent field dirt being damaged 

by heavy rain, which in turn could prevent game cancelations. Mr. Bates said that he would setup 

a meeting to discuss this and future projects at Chisholm Trail Park. 

 

7. Review and discuss proposed names for three City of Belton Parks/ Facilities, and 

consider a recommendation to City Council. 

Mr. Bates introduced the Board to each of the facilities and the process that went into each of the 

proposed names. Mr. Bates explained that the first step in naming the proposed Parks/ facilities 

was to create a Parks Naming Committee that was comprised of City Staff from several different 

departments. Mr. Bates presented the board with the first facility to be named which was the 

newly built 5th baseball field at Heritage Park. Mr. Bates proposed the naming of the field to be 

‘Clifton Peters Field’. Mr. Bates explained Clifton Peters involvement with the City as a council 

member for 12 years, and Parks Board member from ’98 to ‘2000. Mr. Bates then showed the 

board a park that is scheduled to be built by Summer ’16 and proposed to call it ‘Nolan Creek 

Nature Trail’ due to its proximity to the Nolan Creek, and the Nature component that the Parkland 

lends itself to. The final parkland Mr. Bates showed the board was a parkland area that was 

located in downtown Belton by the Nolan Creek, and behind City Hall. Mr. Bates told the board 

that staff had recommended ‘Creekside Park’. Mr. Bates explained the timeline for naming parks, 

including Parks Board approval, which would lead to a required 10-day internet posting prior to 

final City Council action. The board agreed that both ‘Clifton Peters Field’ and ‘Nolan Creek 

Nature Trail’ were both appropriate and commendable choices. The board suggested that 

‘Creekside Park’ was too ambiguous and vague and could use some more specifics. Mr. Wolfe 

made a motion to approve ‘Clifton Peters Field’ and the ‘Nolan Creek Nature Trail’, and to table 

‘Creekside Park’. The motion was approved 5-0. 

          

8. Consider approval of the ‘216 Combined Belton Parks and Recreation and Comprehensive 

Plan Survey’ prepared by Studio 16:19 & Luck Design Team. 

Mr. Bates reviewed the timeline of the survey and how the survey has been compiled and edited. 

Mr. Bates indicated that staff are happy with how the survey is presented and pending Parks Board 

approval would go ‘live’ online the following morning. The board expressed that though the survey 

looked lengthy, they were happy with how it was presented and are looking forward to seeing the 

results come in.  Ms. Ring made a motion to approve the survey as presented, Mr. McLaughlin 

seconded the motion. Survey was approved unanimously 5-0. 

 

9. Receive an update from Brent Luck, Luck Design Team, regarding the revised timeline for 

the Parks Strategic Master Plan Update. 

Mr. Bates told the board of the updated timeline, including that the survey would be going live the 

following morning.  Ms. Ring was concerned that due to the delay of the survey being ready 

(previously scheduled for Jan 1st), the cutoff date was too soon. Mr. Bates told the board he had a 

similar concern and would ask that the deadline be extended. Mr. Bates explained to the board that 

the timeline that was provided maybe subject to change should extensions be made along the way. 

The board reviewed and were happy with the proposed timeline and stated their excitement for the 

Update to get underway. 

 

10. Board and/or Staff comments. 

None. 

 

11. Adjourn. 

Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 6:59 p.m. 


